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Consultants to the Professionals!

Remember, if your claim is worth more than a cup of coffee call me and ask for a “Claim 
Review”, it may save you a lot of time and money!

Answer sheet to the 
May Consulting Arborist Quiz

1. Tree roots are as deep as the tree is tall?
Answer - False.  This is an old adage we were taught at a young age.  
Recent studies have shown that tree roots are generally found in the 
first two feet of the soil and spread laterally instead of horizontally as 
previously thought.

2.  Tree roots need water and air? 
Answer - True.  Tree roots need a balance of air and water. If soil is 
compacted during construction the air spaces can be pressed out of the 
soil causing stress to the tree and roots, as it limits water and air. Also too 
much of a good thing can stress trees. If the trees environment is altered 
during construction too much water or air (or too little) can kill trees.

3.  No roots grow outside the “dripline” of the tree?
Answer - False.   The old idea of drip line is just a rule of thumb. Tree 
roots have been found to grow two to threes times greater than the drip line.

4.  Cutting of roots will cause “no problem to the tree because they will grow back”?
Answer - False.  The severing of roots is a very common problem during construction. Sometimes the damage shows up the 
first season and sometimes it takes to five years for a tree to slowly  decline and eventually die.

5.  Cutting the roots of the west side of a tree might leave the tree prone to falling to the east?
Answer -  True.  Trees have tension roots and compression roots. Each plays a very important role in the support of the tree. If 
roots must be cut it should be done with care and forethought and under the guidance of a Consulting Arborist.

6.  You can safely add up to a foot of soil over the root system?
Answer - False.  It is not recommended that any more that 4-6 inches be added to a root system. It is better to keep the 
original grade where possible. Too much soil can smother the roots.

7.  The area directly underneath a tree canopy is a good place to store materials because it will keep equipment away from the 
trunk of the tree?
Answer - False.  Storing materials under the canopy of a tree can stress the root system by compacting the soil and by 
creating a non-porous area limiting water for the roots.

8.  A directional borer procedure is a good alternative to cutting of roots?
Answer - True.   Directional boring may be a very good way to run utilities underneath trees without disturbing their roots. A 
Consulting Arborist should be consulted as to the direction and depth of the procedure.


